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GUIDE TO SAFE TOYS 
AND GIFTS

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), hospital emergency 
departments treated an estimated 251,700 toy-related injuries in 2017. An estimated 73 
percent happened to children younger than 15 years of age. This guide is intended to assist 
parents and gift givers in selecting safe toys for children.

New toys are fun; however, safety should always come first. If you have any  
hesitation about a certain toy, follow your instincts and do not buy it.

A SUITABLE TOY SHOULD BE

 ▪ Safe for the child’s age
 ▪ Well-built and durable so it can withstand the uses and abuses of child play
 ▪ Suited to the child’s physical capabilities
 ▪ Suited to the child’s mental and social development

WHEN SHOPPING FOR A TOY

 ▪ Read warning and safety labels as well as all 
instructions on the box

 ▪ Remember that books are toys
 ▪ Look for standards

 » Electric toys should be labelled UL, meaning 
they meet safety standards set by Underwriters 
Laboratories

 » Look for the letters “ASTM,” this means that a 
product meets the national safety standards set by 
the American Society for Testing and Materials

 ▪ Ensure stuffed toys are washable
 ▪ Art materials should say non-toxic
 ▪ Avoid toys with sharp or rigid points
 ▪ Painted toys must use lead-free paint
 ▪ Fabric toys should be labelled as flame resistant or 

flame retardant
 ▪ Avoid toys that make loud or shrill noise as they could 

lead to hearing loss

OTHER GUIDELINES TO KEEP IN 
MIND

 ▪ Be sure to consider the child’s temperament, habits, 
and behaviour when purchasing a new toy.

 ▪ Carefully examine toys and other children’s products; 
remove and discard packaging including plastic film 
coverings before allowing the child to play with the 
toy or handle the product. 

 ▪ Do not give toys with small parts to children three 
years and younger as they tend to put things in their 
mouths, increasing the risk of choking. A toy is too 
small if it passes easily through an empty cardboard 
toilet-paper tube.

 ▪ Purchase the appropriate safety gear such as a helmet 
when gifting toys like bicycles, scooters, skateboards, 
and inline skates.

 ▪ Use caution when you see “educational” on the 
label. Most tablets, computer games, and apps 
advertised as “educational,” aren’t.

 ▪ Check to be sure the toy has not been recalled by the 
CPSC.

https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls
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